
Plankinton Preservation Society, Inc., PO Box 367, Plankinton SD 57368.  ppsinc.57368@gmail.com 

Sarah Rortveit Halverson Knutson 

Lifespan:  88 years. 1886-1975. Born on Rortveit farm in Erfjord, near 
Stavanger, Norway, 09/29/1886. Died in Mitchell, SD, 04/16/1975 of 
heart failure. Buried in Knutson Cemetery, Hopper Twp. 

Locations: Norway (1886), Buxton, ND (1911), Mt. Vernon, SD, Hopper 
Twp and Ogalvie, MN (1912), Hopper Twp (1913), Mitchell (1940s). 

Spouse: Johan/John Knutson (1870-1938). Born in IL. Married 
07/12/1913 in Plankinton. John inherited his mother’s 1881 homestead 
(Hopper, 178 acres in section 3) in 1906 and continued farming until his 
death, when Sarah sold the farm. 

Profile:  Sarah Knutson, motherless at the age of six, devoted her life to mothering her five 
children and four stepchildren. When she was twenty-five years old, Sarah and her cousin 
emigrated from Norway, through Quebec, to an uncle’s home in North Dakota. Soon after, she 
moved to Mt. Vernon, SD, to work for her aunt, but the lady died just a few weeks later. Sarah 
then briefly worked at the John Knutson home in Hopper Twp, caring for his dying wife and his 
six children. (Seven children were born to John and his first wife Anna.) All five sons were born 
with a congenital condition left them crippled. Baby Ernest died at birth. John, unable to care 
for all four of his disabled sons after his wife died, sent Roy and baby Irvin to the Redfield, SD 
hospital, then called Northern Hospital for the Insane. Tragically, Roy died within two weeks, 
and Baby Irvin a few months later). After Anna died, Sarah was persuaded to return and help 
John with his young family for a short while. Later than same year, Sarah moved to Ogalvie, 
MN, to work for a Lutheran Church deacon, who soon proposed marriage. Sarah accepted an 
offer from John instead, and returned to his farm and children, then aged 5 to 12 years old. The 
couple added five more children to their family. When John passed away, in 1938, Sarah sold 
the farm and moved into Plankinton. Her youngest child was then 12 years old. Later Sarah 
moved to Mitchell, SD, where she bought a house large enough for her to run a boarding home. 

Sarah was a very devoted mother and stepmother. It could not have been easy raising their 
nine children, including two stepsons who were bedridden their entire lives, and therefore, 
required extra care and attention. Her strong Christian faith, though, sustained and comforted 
her. Sarah worked hard in her life, first as a young woman in Norway, then as a farmer’s wife 
with many children, and later as a widow with a family to support. Sarah’s work ethic and 
religious beliefs were two of her strongest characteristics that she instilled in her children. 
When she died, in 1975, she was the grandmother to 25 grandchildren, 29 great-grandchildren, 
and 4 great-great-grandchildren. The family remembers her as a remarkable woman with a big 
heart.  

Roles/Talent: Wife, mother, stepmother, grandmother, seamstress, church volunteer, 
wonderful cook, farm wife, gardener. When cutting out a pattern, rather than using stick pins, 
Sarah placed saucers on the material to hold it in place. 

Parents (Ethnicity): Halvor Larsson Valda-Moen Rortveit and Anna Gjil. Stepmother Lene Tveit. 
Norwegian. When Sarah’s father purchased a farm called Rortveit, he took that for his last 
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name. When Sarah came to America, it was a tradition to take her father’s first name and add 
son to the end – thus Sarah Halvorson. 

Children: 5 children born 1914-1928. Emil (Mabel Herring (dvcd), Evelyn Heinz), Agnes 
(Lawrence Larson), John (Mary Zapp), Herman (Hope Dougherty), Virgil (Wava Billingham). Four 
stepchildren; Ada Boyd, Elsie Endreson Baruth, Jean, Ernest (three siblings died before Sarah 
married their father). 

Sisters: Anna Ramsfjell, Anna Klungtveit (half-sister), and three stepsisters. 

Brothers: Sven, Lars, Berge and Andreas (died as infant) Rortveit, and six stepbrothers. 

Education:  

Work Experience: Café owner in Norway, Housekeeper, Cook, Caretaker for disabled children, 
ran a boarding house, baker of wedding cakes. 

Church, Clubs and Organizations: St. Paul Lutheran Church, Plankinton; First Lutheran Church, 
Mitchell, Ladies Aide, Women’s Prayer Group, Women’s Sewing Group. Sarah was hired by the 
church to make wedding cakes that were known for their wonderful flavor and frosting. 

Family Connections/Occupations: Agnes Larson was the only one of Sarah’s children to remain 
in the area. She and her husband Lawrence bought a farm north of Plankinton. Three of their 
seven children - Richard, Rosemary, and Randy - raised their families in the county. Richard and 
his wife still reside on the farm. Several of Sarah’s great-great grandchildren, the children of 
Rosemary’s sons Cory and Sheldon Tobin, are currently attending Plankinton school. Several of 
Sarah’s descendants live nearby, in Mitchell, SD. 
Time in Aurora County: @27 years. 

Physical Appearance: Handsome woman with dark hair 
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Submitter: Sharelle Larson Meyer, granddaughter. 

 

Photo 1: Sarah and John Wedding Picture, 1913. 

Photo2: Family Picture: Sarah, Herman, John, Virgin, Agnes, Ada, with 
Jean and Ernest in front. Dated late 1930s. 
 


