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Louisa Dorothea Schroeder (Shröder) Matzner 

Lifespan: 77 years, 1856-1933. Born in Guestrow, Mecklenburg (Germany) on 
06/20/1856. Died on 06/06/1933, in Truro Twp, from a third stroke. She is buried 
in the St. Paul Luteran Cemetery, Truro Twp, Stickney. Mecklenburg ws an 
independent country that became part of Germany in 1871, that after World War 
II, became part of East Germany. Today it is in the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Locations: Guestrow, Mecklenburg (1856), Cook County, Chicago, IL (1856), 
Hudson, Black Hawk County, IA (1865), Cedar Falls, IA (1873), Truro Twp, 
Stickney (1883). 

Spouse: Alois Matzner, 1837-1924, born in Moravia, Austria (now part of the Czech Republic). Married 
04/29/1873 in Cedar Falls, IA. Aurora County homesteader (Truro: 160 acres in section 11. 160 acres 
tree claim in section 15).  

Louisa Schroeder Matzner Profile: Undaunted by early tragedies and harsh living conditions on the 
prairies of Dakota, Louisa raised a loving family, shared her blessings with her neighbors, and lived her 
faith through good works. As an infant in 1856, Louisa Schroeder sailed to America with her family on a 
six-week journey. Her parents first moved to a farm north of Chicago, but felt the area was too crowded 
and chose to move further west. Unfortunately, the family experienced several tragedies soon after. 
First, their mother, Helene, sadly met an early death, in 1865, after stepping on a nail. Next, in Hudson, 
Iowa, their farmhouse burnt to the ground. Three years later, Louisa’s 18-year-old brother Fritz took the 
team of horses to the lake and drowned. Louisa was only 12 years old. 

At the age of 17, Louisa married farmer Alois Matzner in Cedar Falls, giving birth to four children over 
the next ten years. Three months after giving birth to Benjamin, her husband, along with their two oldest 
children, her father and sister Amelia, moved to Truro Twp, Aurora County, to take advantage of the 
homesteading laws. Once a shelter was built, Louisa and the two youngest children joined them. That 
same year, Louisa and Alois joined other Lutheran families to organize St. Paul Lutheran congregation. 
Services were held in her home for many years, until a church was built in the early 1900s. Louisa 
became active with the church’s Ladies Aid organization when it formed in 1907. 

In those early years, the Matzners and their neighbors faced dangerous blizzards and prairie fires. In 
1884, a fire just missed Matzner’s farm but burned down the nearby Assmus farm in a blaze that killed 
Assmus’s toddler son. One day, in 1887, rain turned to snow, and then a blizzard, forcing the teacher 
and her six students to stay overnight in the schoolhouse, built just that year. All turned out well, but in 
future storms, the children were sent home before severe weather hit. Another blizzard, in 1888, began 
sunny, but with the wind, a ground blizzard developed. With Alois and the girls outside doing chores, 
fears developed. When all were safely inside, they huddled around the stove. It was 30 degrees below in 
the morning and snow was almost to the peak of the barn and fences were covered so cows were 
walking over them. One year later, a burning haystack in Douglas County started a prairie fire which 
swept over the greater part of Aurora, Davidson, and Douglas Counties, destroying many homes and 
barns, including the home of her daughter Aloisa’s future husband Conrad Winkelhaus.  

Five of Louisa’s children lived close by the family homestead their entire adult lives. Emil became a 
Lutheran minister and served parishes in Michigan and Ohio. Louisa lived in an era where tragedy could 
strike any day, but she persevered by making family, community, and faith central to her life. 
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Roles/Talent: Daughter, wife, mother, church volunteer, homemaker, farmwife, good neighbor, 
seamstress, member of the Ladies Aide at St Paul Lutheran church, Stickney. Hosted and fed many 
visitors.  

Parents/Ethnicity: Karl Jochim Friederich Schroeder (Shröder) and Helene Muehlhahn, Mechlenburg.  

Children: 6 children, born 1874-1893. Magdelena (John Assmus), Aloisa/Alice (Conrad Winkelhaus), 
Louis John, Benjamin (Sophie Tschirley), Emil (Pauline), Herbert Fred (Anna Moseman). 

Sisters: Augusta Englehart, Amelia Furchner 

Brothers: Johann/Fritz Schroeder 

Education: Completed Confirmation at 14 years, so would have been literate. 

Work Experience: Domestic skills. At 9 years, her mother died, so she and her two sisters took 
responsibility for the home.  

Church, Clubs/Organizations: Member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Stickney, and the Tabitha Ladies 
Aid Society where she was the chairwoman. An annual meeting was held to raise money for the interior 
of the church. Ongoing mission projects were done, including sewing aprons for the Orphan’s home in 
Waverly, Iowa. Donation boxes were sent to New Guinea.  

Family Connections: Alois’s mother lived with them for ten years. After she died in 1883, they moved 
to Aurora County along with Louisa’s father, Karl, and her sister, Amelia. Later, Amelia married 
William Furchner and they lived a mile from the Matzner’s. Louisa’s children all lived in the area and 
farmed, except Emil, who became a Lutheran pastor, serving in Michigan and Iowa. Louie lived in 
Stickney and owned a welding shop. Herbert and Anna Matzner’s son Norval Matzner, a grandson, lives 
on the homestead farm. Benjamin and Sophie farmed across the road from the homestead. Lena and 
John Assmus farmed several miles from there. Aloise/Alice and Conrad Winkelhaus farmed nearby. 
Presently, in 2021, those living in the county include great-
grandson Lance and Melanie Keizer and sons, Cody and Logan; 
Wayne and Shirley Keizer; Ben Matzner’s family; Louis, Paul and 
Connie Matzner and son Benjamin; Charlene Titze and Anita. 

Physical Appearance: Short, 
slender, hair pulled back and 
into a bun/roll. 

Date of Submission: July 05, 
2021.  Updated: Sept. 8, 2021 

Submitter: Shirley Keizer, wife 
of Wayne, great-grandson of 
Louisa and grandson of Aloise 
Winkelhaus. 

 

Photo 1: Louisa’s family before 1887: Louisa and Alois, Magdalena (John Assmus) oldest girl, Aloisa/Alice (Conrad 
Winkelhaus), Louis, Benjamin. 
Photo 2: Schroeder sisters, Augusta (Paul) Engelhart, Louisa Matzner (center), Amelia (William) Furchner 
Photo 2: Louisa’s family before 1887: Louisa and Alois, Magdalena (John Assmus) oldest girl, Aloisa/Alice (Conrad 
Winkelhaus), Louis, Benjamin. 
 


